
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                 Annual Report, 2017 
 
 
Spirit of life and love, we have gathered in this place, again.  
May we create here a circle of love, 
ever expanding, ever growing. 
A place of wisdom. 
A place of connection. 
A place of hope.  Amen 
 
Prayer from our Third Sunday Contemporary Eucharist Service 

 
 

 



 

 

Mission Statement:  Through the love of God, and the teachings of Jesus Christ,  
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, St. George’s strives to create a welcoming, 
worshipping, and dynamic community so that we celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in witness and service. 

 
Prayer for St. George’s: 
Spirit of God, we thank you for calling us to be part of St. George’s Church 
family. Help us to respond to your love as a dynamic worshipping 
community of persons committed to Jesus Christ, serving and witnessing to 
Him in the world through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Fill our hearts with compassion and charity for one another. 

          Challenge us to share within our Church Community and beyond, 
        the gifts and talents you have given us.   In Jesus’ name ~  Amen. 

 

 
As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care, 
we join hands across the nations, finding neighbours everywhere. 
 
         from Hymn : words by Ruth Duck 

 
 

Anglican Church of Canada - VISION 2019: 
 
             We set our priorities with those of the Anglican Church of Canada and its call  

        to us – and to Anglicans world wide – to be 

• Learners and teachers of the love of God 

• Servants of the compassion of God 

• Advocates of the justice of God 

• Instruments of the peace of God 

• Stewards of the harmony of God revealed in the splendor of creation 
 
     
      Contact Information 

Church Office: 902 752-4551 
 Church E-mail: stgeorgeschurchoffice@ns.aliantzinc.ca 

Church Web Site:  www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com 
 

Rector: Rev Falen McNulty, 902 752-4866 
Honorary Assistants: Rev. Peter MacRae, 902 695-6866 

    Rev. Cecil Hebb, 902 752-6698 
 

mailto:stgeorgeschurchoffice@ns.aliantzinc.ca
http://www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com/
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St. George’s Anglican Church, New Glasgow 

Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 5th, 2017 

Lower Hall, at 11:30 a.m. 

 

1.0 Call to Order: by Acting Chair: Parish Council.  

1.1 Mission Statement plus the Prayer for St. George’s 

1.2 Election of Chair and Secretary- Harry moved that Joel be chair, Jon Hamm 2nd. Susan 

Pratt moved that Peter be secretary and Diane White 2nd. 

1.3 Present: Kara, Neil, Brenda, Eleanor, Rosemary, Harry, Peter, Susie, Susan P. Joel, Mary 

Fanning, Evelyn, Monica, Gerry, Susan M., Linda Richard, Bob, Rod, Peter M., Helen, 

Cecil, Diane, Eleanor M., Marilyn, Greta, Genesta, Jon Hamm, John F., Judy, Dave, Freda, 

Linda, Sid. 

2.0 Minutes from the Annual Meeting, 2016 

2.1 Business arising from the Minutes: Monica made a motion to adopt minutes. Harry 2nd. 

 

3.0 Receiving the Reports: as per Annual report each report is presented, moved and seconded and 

after any discussion on the report the question is called for the acceptance of the report. 

ACW Report-No musical entertainment during the senior’s Tea this year due to much talking the 

year before. It was incorrectly stated that toiletry items were bought for the Tearman House. 

These items were bought for the Food Bank. 

Finance Report- Every month the books balanced, however year end is off by $635.17. We are 

sending this to an auditor to find out. Joel gave a thanks to all past treasurers: Frances, Linda 

and Freda. 

Property Report- Jon Hamm inquired about an estimate on financing the roof and bell tower. 

Harry resigned as property chair. Something needs to be done in regards to the rectory land. 

Statistics Report- Frances Duncan was added to the deceased list-December 2nd, 2016. 

Website Report-Judy Fitzpatrick asked that the Greeter/Reader List be added. 

 Gerry moved and Judy 2nd. 

 

4.0 Nominations for Positions on Parish Council, Synod and Youth Delegates. Eleanor Gordon 

offered to be on Parish Council. Gerry resigned as chair, however is staying on as member of 

Parish Council. 

 

 

5.0 Any Other General Business:  

5.1:  Motion: The outgoing Parish Council recommends that the Parochial Committee when formed, 

be empowered to advertise for a full time (100%) rector for the Parish of St. George’s, New Glasgow. 

Gerry moved, Harry 2nd, motion carried. The discussion was that it is important to have full time rector 

for the parish and community. The financial team looked at the scenarios and we would be able to 
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support a 100% rector. We have seen what a 75% looks like and 50% would be worse. 100% would be 

healthy for St. George’s. 

5.2: Motion: That the incoming Parish Council be directed to being the process of selling the 

apartment building that currently belongs to the parish of St. George’s. The proceeds from the sale of 

said building be invested to support the work and ministry of this parish. Gerry made the motion, Diane 

2nd, motion carried. 

5.3: Brainstorming Questions: For the guidance of the Parish Council and evolving from our visioning 

day with Rev Lid before he departed, two questions: 1. What can we do to better serve the needs of our 

current church membership-an older, aging and declining group? 2. What are we willing to change to 

better serve the needs of younger families, and make it possible for them to become part of this faith 

community? 

Ideas that were discussed were different service time, having the children involved in the services, 

maintaining balance and suggested (and carried out with a letter to each family) that a 20% increase in 

our giving’s would help maintain St. George’s. 

6.0 Adjournment: Gerry moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

7.0 The Grace 
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Rector’s Report 2017 

In July 2017 I was fortunate to be appointed Rector of St. George’s parish.  This has been an 

interesting 6 months of getting to know the parish and its members.  I am looking forward to 

2018 and working with you on strengthening our parish. 

I want to thank the Wardens Harry DeMone and Joel Pratt, for all their support in my move here 

and the decision to stay after the initial three months.    

St. George’s has been a very welcoming parish with wonderful people who have welcomed and 

supported me. I enjoy the creative liturgies, beautiful music, remarkable talents and commitment 

of our members.  I have moved into a comfortable duplex and slowly become familiar with all 

that New Glasgow has to offer.   

When we developed our ministry covenant we focused on several important priorities and we 

will continue to work on these together.   

Pastoral Care:  The nurturing of our members and the support of those who are facing 

challenges is important.  We are blessed by having an active pastoral care committee who have 

touched the lives of many in our parish this year.  My pastoral priorities have been focused on 

visiting members of the church and those who are ill. 

Worship: Worship and music are major part of the life of our community.  During Advent we 

used a service from the Iona community that as adapted for our context. Our Christmas services 

were meaningful and well received.  Quality worship will continue to be a priority.  In 2018 we 

will continue our relationship with Trinity United Church. 

Sunday School:  We have been blessed with a wonderful Sunday school with very young, lively 

and creative children.  They have been given wonderful care and leadership for many years by 

our hardworking volunteers.  I see the results in how happy and excited our children are.  Thank 

you for those who are providing leadership.  I am looking forward to working with you.   

Finances: Another priority has been working on financial sustainability. The parish is currently 

in a good financial situation, and I want it to continue to be so. Part of the focus this year will be 

ensuring we are following protocols to protect everyone involved.  

Organizational Management: We will be putting the SafeR church initiative mandated by the 

Diocese and its insurance company.  This will take some work to do properly, but will result in 

safer and better organized programs offered by our parish and is required by our insurance.  

Leadership:  I have been reminded of the importance of leadership in our parish.  Leadership is 

more than being actively involved on our programs and activities – it is also the wisdom that 

individuals have freely offered over the years. We are challenged to find new people to provide 

leadership and support and ways to benefit from the wisdom we have within our membership.  

We also need to find new ways to be the people of God in this time and place. 



Thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers and the wonderful support that you all give. I am 

looking forward to 2018 and how we can work together to care for one another and to strengthen 

our ability to live out our calling as God’s people. 

Rev. Falen McNulty, Rector. 

 



Wardens and Parish Council Report 

 

The Parish Council began the year with a roster of eleven members and no rector.  Parish council has 

met eleven times throughout the year: once each month, with the exception of August.  For the first half 

of the year, we continued as we had in the latter part of 2016 with the church running under strong lay 

leadership and the twice-monthly celebration of the Eucharist by Rev. Peter MacRae.  In July, we 

welcomed Rev. Falen McNulty, a newly-ordained Deacon as our incumbent in a three-month 

appointment by Archbishop Ron Cutler.   With Falen’s arrival, the dynamic of the council changed, as we 

also, after ten months on our own, received the services of a Priest-in-charge, Rev. Sue Channen, the 

regional dean from Antigonish.  Rev. Sue took over as chair of our Council meetings for two months 

before Rev. Falen assumed the chair in October.  Since then, Rev. Falen has been ordained as priest, 

celebrating her first Eucharist with us on the First Sunday of Advent.   

At last year’s annual meeting, it was passed that we move forward with a plan to sell the Apartment 

building, as it has become too big a burden for the Parish.  It is now a year later and due to a series of 

circumstances, we are still the owners of the apartment building.  Some progress has happened, in that 

we have been given permission from the Archbishop to proceed with the sale.  There is a great deal of 

bureaucracy when selling church property according to church canon.  We have been given an offer of 

assistance from Rev. Gordon Redden, an expert on church property with the diocese, and are now 

attempting to synchronize schedules so we can continue the process. 

In the meantime, the apartment building has continued to be a challenge for us.  Early last year, we had 

to evict one of our tenants, due to damage to the apartment. This process took a few months, and then 

we had to deal with the restoration of the apartment.  Fortunately, with the help of the diocese and our 

insurance, we were able to repair all the damage and the apartment is ready for occupancy once again, 

but, at this time, remains unrented.  

We have, as you may recall, applied for a federal grant to place an accessibility lift in the church to ease 

movement from the main level of the church to the basement for those with mobility issues.  This would 

assist us with the problem of no washrooms on the main level of the church, as there is no place to put 

one and the expense would be very great.  The congregation was informed that we would hear about a 

decision from the Government by late fall, but we have not.  We have been informed, however, that the 

decision still has not been made and we are still in the running to receive the grant, so stay tuned!! 

In the early fall, Gerry Punke, a long-time member of Parish council, past Warden, Office Manager and 

Chair of the Spiritual Development Committee resigned from those positions.  His efforts and countless 

hours of work in those roles helped to steer and guide the St. George’s “ship” and keep it afloat and 

sailing forward over the years.  Many thanks to Gerry for all his ministry, time and commitment to the 

St. George’s family.  Thank you Gerry as you continue on in your ministry as Lay Reader and Choir 

Director.   

We invited Trinity inspections to so an assessment of the church buildings in the fall and they gave us a 

few recommendations, verbally, as we are still waiting for the written report.  Those recommendations 

include and improvement in the lighting for the church, switching the lightbulbs from spiral florescent 

bulbs to led lights, keeping the oil-fired boiler heating system we have until it needs to be replaced, and 
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at that time switching to electric heating with heat pumps, changing the lighting system in the hall from 

florescent to led lighting.  Of those we have acted on the first recommendation with brighter lights in 

the nave of the church.   

In January, our long-time Warden, Harry DeMone, left the parish and moved to Sydney.  Harry has 

worked long and hard keeping the Parish of St. George’s running through some very difficult times.  I’m 

sure that all of you join me in thanking Harry for his countless hours of ministry with us and for us.  We 

express our best wishes to Harry as he moves on to a new and challenging chapter in his life.  We will 

miss him here in New Glasgow.   

The allotment continues to be paid, on a monthly basis.  In addition to this, we continue to work, slowly, 

at putting a little extra on the arrears.  Our plan is, with the sale of the Apartment building, we will pay 

off all that we owe in our past allotment.    

I would like to express the gratitude of the parish to the outgoing members of Council, Kara Dort, 

Rosemary MacDonald, Helen MacRae as well as Gerry Punke.  Their input, and contribution to council 

has been greatly appreciated.  Also to the remaining members of council: a huge thank-you as well as 

we move forward into the coming year.  And to Rev. Falen we express our continuing welcome and 

thank you for all you have done for the parish already and we look forward to all that is to come in our 

ministry together.  Many thanks as well for all who have contributed to the ACW, the Spiritual 

Development and Pastoral Committees, Food Bank, Helping Hands, the Christmas Dinner, Church 

Dinners, SPCA, Mission to Seafarers, Community outreach services, and everything each of you do to 

make St. George’s such a special family to be a part of.  Thank you.   

 

 

Repectfully submitted 

Joel Pratt – Warden 

 

On Behalf of  

Rev. Falen McNulty, Chair 

Evelyn Brown, Kara Dort, Susan Pratt  -  Treasurer committee  

Peter Walsh, Secretary 

Eleanor Gordon, Rosemary MacDonald, Helen MacRae, Linda Richard, Susie Sangster 
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2017

INCOME

TRANSF. FR. PIF 20,000.00$       

LOOSE 1,386.95$         

INITIAL 264.25$            

REG OFFERING 44 Families 23,079.25$       

PAR 28 Families 27,415.12$       

LENTEN 625.00$            

EASTER 559.00$            

ANNIVERSARY 927.00$            

THANKSGIVING 432.00$            

CHRISTMAS 820.00$            

DONATION 3,221.42$         

DONATION FR ACW 1,000.00$         

PWRDF 344.00$            

CRUMBS FR. TABLE 63.88$              

FUEL FUND 10.00$              

MEMORIALS 1,620.00$         

HELPING HANDS 928.35$            

INVESTMENT 

TRANSFER 52,661.97$       

HALL RENTAL 500.00$            

INTEREST 736.75$            

STATIONERY 70.00$              

TURKEY DINNER 2,273.00$         

HST REBATE 5,036.04$         

BEAN TAKE-OUT 1,348.86$         

 YARD SALE 1,866.80$         

FOODBANK 50.00$              

DEC.25 DINNER 820.00$            

MISSION SEAFARER 150.00$            
OTHER 1,283.96$         

BAL. Dec.31, 2016 22,791.85$       

172,285.45$     

EXPENDITURES

CHURCH

FUEL 7,996.91$         

NSPC 2,349.32$         

PARISH OF ST. GEORGE FINANCIAL REPORT 2017
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WATER 471.30$            

TAXES 373.87$            

MAINTENANCE 1,357.98$         

WILSON'S SECURITY 330.42$            

OFFICE PHONE 2,672.25$         

RECTOR

PENSION 55.52$              

MILEAGE 2,470.46$         

PHONE 388.85$            

STIPEND 17,178.69$       

RENT 6,200.00$         

OUTREACH

CRUMBS FROM THE TABLE 100.00$            

HELPING HANDS 2,128.35$         

SHEPHERD'S LUNCHROOM 200.00$            

PWRDF 254.00$            

FELLOWSHIP - CAKE/THIRD SUNDAY 323.20$            

SYNOD DELEGATES 698.41$            

MISSION TO SEAFARERS 150.74$            

OFFICE SUPPLIES 97.75$              

DONATION - FOOD BANK 50.00$              

ALLOTMENT 9,139.90$         

CAPITAL EXPEND 1,119.15$         

PRIEST INCHARGE 438.28$            

OCCAS. SERVICES 2,961.40$         

PIANO SERVICE 28.75$              

ORGAN MAINT 862.50$            

ORGANIST 750.00$            

SERVICE CHARGE 139.20$            

STATIONERY 1,242.86$         

DUES 100.00$            

GIFTS 325.00$            

CLEANING SUPPLIES 183.53$            

MUSIC LICENSE 259.84$            

Other 60.00$              

Bean TAKE OUT EXP 618.75$            

YARD SALE 400.00$            

TURKEY DINNER 475.96$            

DIOCESE 

CONSOLIDATED 

TRUST 72,661.97$       

DEC.25 DINNER 426.52$            
JANITOR 2,932.00$         

BAL. Dec.31, 2017 31,311.82$       

172,285.45$     
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Respectfully submitted,

Kara Dort

Susan Pratt

Evelyn Brown

Treasurers

Parishioners 

Supporting Church 

Through Envelopes 

or PAR

2016 2017

Regular 49 44

PAR 26 28

75 72

Respectfully submitted

Kara Dort

Susan Pratt

Evelyn Brown

Treasurers
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INCOME Rent 21,665.00$   

Insurance claim diocese 4,000.00$     

Insurance claim 1,728.32$     

27,393.32$   

BAL. DEC. 31,2016 11,389.08$   

38,782.40$   

EXPENDITURES

Water 1,401.32$      

Fuel 6,250.14$     

Maintenance 911.37$        

Snow clearing 863.00$        

NS Power 2,176.69$     

Rent return 11.31$          

Tenant board 31.15$           

Insurance claim 5,586.70$      

Mowing 453.00$         

Insurance 5,075.00$     

taxes 2,283.51$     

Insurance deductable 1,014.98$     

Insurance claim 172.26$        

Insurance claim 460.25$        

Interest 5.00$            

26,695.68$   

BAL. DEC. 31, 2017 12,086.72$   

38,782.40$   

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Pratt

Evelyn Brown

Kara Dort

Treasurers

ST. GEORGE'S APARTMENT ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT 2017
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ST. GEORGE'S PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT FUND FINANCIAL REPORT  2017 

INCOME EXPENSES

MEMORIALS 4,255.00$    

INTEREST -$            

CONT. YARD SALE -$            

FUNDSCRIP 447.53$       

Transfer to general acct -$            20,000.00$  Invested through the diocese

BEQUEST 12,500.00$  

ROOF -$            

17,202.53$  

BAL. DEC. 31, 2016 15,342.73$  ___________

32,545.26$  $20,000.00

CHURCH PAINTING 1,335.00$   BILLS OWING

CHRISTMAS DINNER 300.00$      2012 Allotment 10,133.66$ 

PIF 10,910.26$ 2013 Allotment 6,307.70$   

TOTAL 12,545.26$ 2014 Allotment 13,830.83$ 

EXPENSES 20,000.00$ 2015 Allotment 14,193.46$ 

BAL. Dec. 31, 2017 12,545.26$ 2016 Allotment 4,234.00$   

48,699.65$ 

INVESTMENTS 72,661.97$ 2017 monthly allotment:      $625.42

Total back allotment paid 1,727.00$   

Respectfully submitted,

Kara Dort

Susan Pratt

Evelyn Brown

Treasurers

ST. GEORGE'S FUNDSRIP 2017

DEPOSITS PAYMENTS

58,975.00$ 58,975.00$ 

TOTAL PROFIT

1,080.85$   

Respectfully submitted

Kara Dort
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Susan Pratt

Evelyn Brown

Treasurers
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2018 2016

Income

LOOSE 2,500.00$     2,411.50$     

REGULAR OFFERING 26,000.00$   20,810.65$   

PAR 30,000.00$   26,798.50$   

DONATIONS 10,500.00$   10,938.59$   

FUNDRAISERS 5,500.00$     6,963.52$     

HST 3,000.00$     2,956.41$     

INTEREST 2,800.00$     1,476.00$     

HALL RENTAL 1,200.00$     1,275.00$     

TOTAL INCOME 81,500.00$   73,630.17$   

30% INCREASE 22,089.05$   

Expenses

Church

FUEL 8,000.00$     5,446.17$     

NSPC 2,300.00$     2,224.89$     

WATER 580.00$        429.20$        

MAINTENANCE 1,100.00$     1,204.83$     

WILSON'S SECURITY 120.00$        238.05$        

OFFICE PHONE 2,700.00$     2,883.80$     

TAXES 170.00$        373.87$        

RECTOR

RECTOR'S MILEAGE 1,500.00$     654.36$        

RECTOR'S PHONE 750.00$        240.00$        

RECTOR'S STIPEND 45,000.00$   28,018.90$   

RECTOR'S RENT  18,000.00$   9,700.00$     

OTHER

DONATIONS 3,000.00$     

SYNOD DELEGATES 700.00$        

CAPITAL EXPEND 1,500.00$     

ALLOTMENT 8,700.00$     

OCCAS. SERVICES 1,000.00$     

PIANO SERVICE 100.00$        

ORGAN MAINT 400.00$        

ORGANIST 700.00$        

SERVICE CHARGES 150.00$        

STATIONERY 1,500.00$     

DUES 110.00$        

CLEANING SUPPLIES 400.00$        
MUSIC LICENSE 260.00$        

FUNDRAISERS 2,500.00$     

JANITOR  3,000.00$     141,019.11$ REPRESENTS OTHER EXPENSES

Total Expenses 104,240.00$ 192,433.18$ 

Net Income  $ (22,740.00)

PARISH OF ST. GEORGE
Budget 2018
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ACW Annual Report for 2017 

Our ACW meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month in the St Augustine’s Room at 

1:30 pm. We had 7 meetings in 2017 and we have 9 regular members who attend the meetings, 

Mary Fanning, Greta McCallum, Freda Hepditch, Eleanor MacKay, Rosemary MacDonald, 

Evelyn Brown, Susie Sangster, Cheryl Veitch and Diane White. 

We catered to 1 funeral reception, the late Betty Goble during 2017. 

The ACW group purchased the communion wafers and wine, oil cylinders for the altar candles 

and we bought altar linens this past fall which were blessed by Archbishop Ron in November. 

In the fall of 2017 we had a Seniors Tea which was attended by 85 people and we received 

$236.05.  We gave $200 to the Helping Hands Group. 

April 26 was our Soup and Dessert Luncheon, it was successful having earned $686.80. 

Mothering Sunday some of the ladies made simmonel cake which were given to the congregation 

after our church service. 

$1000 was given by our group to the church on Anniversary Sunday in June. 

On Mother’s Day flowers were placed in the church by the ACW group. 

Nov 26th Archbishop Ron Cutler visited our church before the ordination of Rev Falen McNulty 

and after the service a lunch was provided by our church members with the help of Mary 

Fanning and Greta McCullum who prepared the tea and coffee. 

25 church calendars were sold at Christmas at a cost of $6 each. 

Christmas Donations: $100 donation was given to the Shepherd’s Lunch room. 

8 coats were bought for the Mission to Seafers. 

We gave $200 to the Pictou county fuel fund in honor of our Layreaders, minister and organist. 

In December the ladies met at Swiss Chalet for a enjoyable dinner at which time items were 

collect for the food bank. 

Diane White and Greta McCallum looked after our Christmas cookie tins, candy treats and 

Christmas cards were delivered to our shut-ins. Mary Fanning donated the candy for the tins and 

the Ladies in the ACW group and congregation supplied the cookies. 

We say a big “thank you” to everyone in our church family for all your support and help in 2017. 

You people make it possible for what we achieve during the year and we are most grateful to you 

all.  We would be very pleased to welcome new ladies to our group. 

“Thank you” all and May God Bless you 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Diane White  

Secretary 
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 ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN FINANCIAL REPORT   2017 

  January 1st   to December  31st  2017 

 

 

INCOME        EXPENDITURES 

 

Donations     214.20   Coats for Kids         174.85 

Calendars     150.00              Communion wafers          56.34 

Funeral     300.00   Supplies funeral/lunches               222.81 

Coffee Party     686.80    Rolls             78.60 

Seniors Offering    236.05    Stamps          100.00 

Soup and Dessert    669.25     Calendars          100.00 

         Project 2016/17           75.00 

         Flowers Mothers Day          65.81 

            Easter Sunday 

         St. Georges Anniversary      1000.00 

         Anniversary Cake           19.99 

         Helping Hands         200.00 

         Altar Linens          288.77 

         Fun Script            25.00 

         P. C. Fuel Fund         200.00 

         Shepherds Lunch Room        100.00 

         PWRDF            40.00 

         ACW National Pins                        25.00 

         -------------------       ------------------ 

    2256.30             2772.17 

Balance forward Dec 31/16   1017.24   Balance forward Dec 31/17           501.37 

          -------------------       ------------------ 

               3273.54             3273.54 

 

Outstanding Cheques 

P.C. Fuel Fund     200.00 

Shepherds Lunch Room            100.00 

ACW N., S. Board                  45.00  

  

 

 

       Respectively Submitted 

 

 

       Mary Fanning Treasure   
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Altar Guild Report 2017

Thank you to Freda Hepditch, Susan Morrison, Marylyn Raynard,
Linda Richards, Susie Sangster and Nicole Walsh who throughout the year  
prepare for the Eucharist.

Taking care of the linens, silver, the cleaning and polishing etc.

this year we purchased 12 new purificators and 6 corporals from 
‘Lucy’s Sewing Group’ at the Cathedral in Fredericton.Lovely to be able to 
purchase these from close to home.

We welcome Rev Falen McNulty as our Rector and we look forward to a 
meeting in February to discuss our guild.

Special thanks to Greta MacCallum for always helping us with the cleaning 
and polishing in the church.

Respectfully submitted,
Rosemary MacDonald.
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Church Music Report 

Music has the power to express that for which we have no words. This holds true for all forms or genres of 

music.  Music has always played a vital role in the liturgical life of St George’s even though we have 

reduced resources in terms of time and personnel.  

A small but dedicated group of volunteers provides leadership in this ministry, taking a break only during 

the summer months of June and July. Their long time involvement in the choir has bound them into a 

strong and supportive group. The current membership stands at around 8 singers. New members in the 

choir, providing important leadership to the congregation both musically and liturgically, are really needed. 

At the organ or piano is Genesta Hamm, always willing to lead us in song.  We are most grateful for all she 

does to make each Sunday a joy for us all – both in the choir and the congregation. We are also grateful for 

the excellent work of Karen Laundon, Sheila Aucoin and Joel Pratt who have subbed at the piano for 

Genesta when she needed to be away. 

Our gratitude also extends to the many members of our congregation who step forward and help make a 

choir for funerals or other special events (e.g. the service for Christian Unity that St. George’s hosted last 

January). Requests for a choir for occasions such as these have always been met with a generous 

response. Thank you. 

Gerry Punke continues to tirelessly research and organize the hymns and all special music for every 

service. His commitment to this work has given our community a depth and breadth of liturgical music that 

is exceptional for a small church. 

Joel Pratt and Monica George Punke bring the Word to life with their sensitive and musical singing of the 

psalms. We are so fortunate to have this interpretation of the psalms and that helps make the beauty of the 

language speak even more eloquently.  

Monica George Punke and Joel Pratt join Genesta Hamm for the occasional third Sunday liturgies, adding 

guitar, recorder and percussion to the piano accompaniment for the hymns. During this year, we were 

delighted when Mike McDowell joined the band with his guitar. 

The choirs of St George’s and Trinity United have had the great pleasure of joining forces for the combined 

services we gathered for this past year. Also, this year, we were delighted to have voice students of Monica 

George Punke join us for our Lessons, Readings and Carols service on the first Sunday after Christmas. 

The building of community beyond our own walls is a life and faith affirming experience.  

Many thanks to those faithful choir members who, Sunday after Sunday, give their time and talent to the 

worship life of St George’s. Singing in the church choir is a rewarding and uplifting experience. We 

rehearse Sunday mornings before the service. If you love to sing, please come and join us in our music 

ministry.  

Respectfully, 

Monica George Punke 
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Report for Celebration Cakes. 

 
Seventeen people are baking cakes to be delivered to the Chemotherapy 

Dept at the Aberdeen Hospital. Each person as they complete their 

treatments receive a cake as a celebration of Hope, Faith and Love. 

 
Six of the seventeen people have been baking these lovely cakes since 

this outreach ministry began in 2000. They are 

Mary Fanning 

Greta MacCallum 

Phyllis MacDonald 

Linda MacIntosh 

Sheila Munroe 

Diane White. 

 
This year we delivered 37 cakes bringing our total to 567 cakes. 

 
Thank you all for contributing to this special ministry and thanks to Linda 

MacIntosh for taking care of the cakes when I am away. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rosemary MacDonald. 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Men’s Breakfast Report 
 
Once again, in 2017, men connected to the Parish of St. George met monthly at Sailor’s Galley 
in Stellarton.  Getting together on the third Saturday of the month, with reminder calls and 
organization by Harry DeMone, the breakfast group met throughout the winter and spring and 
once again in December.   
Joel will be organizing the breakfast going forward.  All men in the parish are welcome to join us.  
We look forward to more fellowship throughout 2018. 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Joel Pratt 
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Pastoral Committee Annual Report 2017 

The Pastoral  Committee  meets the second Wednesday of the month.  The Committee 

provides leadership with regard to parish, community and global outreach. 

Members: For the entire year, committee members have been Monica George-Punke , 

Rosemary MacDonald, Helen MacRae, Susie Sangster, Joel Pratt and Brenda MacLaughlin. Our 

Rector, the Reverend Falen McNulty, was welcomed to our parish in July and joined the  

committee at that time. 

This year, we continue to appreciate the work of Marilyn Raynard with regard to the Pastoral 

Committee.  Marilyn keeps our Parish List updated.  In June, some of the committee members 

met to review and to insure that the list was current before the arrival of our new Rector.  The 

committee usually does a thorough review of the list on an annual basis.  

Since the arrival of our Rector, the Committee has continued to have ongoing dialogue with her 

concerning priorities with regard to pastoral contacts and visitations as well as Home 

Communion.  During the period of time when we were without a Rector, the Eucharistic 

Ministers conducted Home Communion.  We appreciate that Reverend Falen has made 

pastoral visitation a priority and has focused on knowing the members of our parish family.  We 

also extend our deep gratitude to the Reverend Peter MacRae for his hospital ministry, 

especially in times of crisis, when we were without a Rector. 

The Memorial Service continues to be a joint means of outreach by the Pastoral and Spiritual 

Development Committees.  This lovely and meaningful service was held on Thursday, 

November 2nd for families who have experienced the loss of loved ones.  We express deep 

appreciation to Monica and Gerry Punke for organizing this beautiful service.  We are also 

grateful to Reverend Falen for extending a portion of this service to our worship service on 

Sunday, November 5th which commemorated Remembrance Day.  It enabled parishoners 

another opportunity to light candles in memory of loved ones. 

Pastoral Committee continued to encourage our Church Family to attend worship services 

conducted by St. George’s at Homes for Special Care in our County.  We extend our deepest 

gratitude to all of our church family members who supported this outreach ministry.  A 

heartfelt thank-you is also extended to Genesta Hamm, our ministry of music leader, for her 

ongoing commitment to these special services.  We are also grateful to Helen MacRae for 

leading in the ministry of music at a service Genesta was unable to attend.  During the 2017 

year, the Pastoral Committee provided leadership for these services. 

At St. George’s, special projects and committees have been initiated and established to focus 

on parish, community and global outreach. 
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1. Card Ministry- We view this as a very important component of our outreach ministry.  

At the beginning of each meeting, we make a list of members in our church family that 

we would like to remember with  a card -  the individual may be ill, experiencing the loss 

of a loved one, celebrating a special occasion, etc.  We also send thank-you cards to 

express our gratitude to an individual or group for their role in outreach ministry to the 

church family or wider community.  Sometimes a card is sent that had been designed by 

the Sunday School, other times, it may be a card chosen by the committee. 

2.  Telephone Ministry - Pastoral Committee members also make contact by phone with 

individuals from our parish who are unable to attend church. 

3.  Prayer Outreach - For a number of years, Debi Wadden, has received prayer requests 

from our church family and has notified our parish of these requests through group 

email.  We are appreciative to Debi for this caring ministry which enables us to respond 

to the needs of others through prayer. 

4. Food Bank- Third Sunday is usually the designated Food Bank Sunday at St. George’s.  

An exception is Harvest Thanksgiving – items are brought in on that Sunday in October.  

We are grateful to our church family for all the food and monetary donations to our 

local food bank.  

5. Valentine’s Day- We celebrated Valentine’s Day on Sunday, February 12th.  To                         

commemorate this day and the precious gift of love, the Pastoral Committee warmly 

welcomed our church family members with paper hearts.   We had a visual depicting 

our Lord walking in sandals along the water, His footprints leaving imprints in the sand.  

The phrase we used in the exchange was, ‘We journey with Him in love’.                                     

6. Mission to Seafarers-This outreach ministry has occurred at St. George’s for several 

years. Thank-you to all of our church family members who contributed boxes filled with 

lovely gifts for the seafarers as well as to those who provided beautiful hand knitted 

caps and mittens.  We also appreciated all who provided funds to fill boxes- Brenda 

MacLaughlin delighted in shopping for the articles.  Donations of coats were also 

gratefully accepted from our church family members, the ACW and Trinity United 

Church.  We are grateful to Susan and Joel Pratt and to Susan and Larry Morrison for 

transporting  the gifts to Halifax.  

7. Christmas Day Dinner - For the tenth year, St. George’s hosted Christmas Day Dinner on 

December 25th.  The coordinators of this outreach ministry are Debi and Donnie 

Wadden.  We are so grateful to Debi, Donnie, and the many volunteers and sponsors 

who make this outreach possible in our community. 

8. SPCA- This was the ninth year that St. George’s participated in this outreach ministry at 

“The Blessing of the Animals” Service. Our church family members once again brought in 

items to support the local SPCA which were greatly appreciated.  A special thank-you to 

Jean Lawton, the original founder of this outreach ministry.  This year, Reverend Falen   
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organized a unique Blessing of the Animals Service which was held on October 1st at 

Acadia Street Park .  She invited Joey Dewtie to come with his horses and wagon rides 

were enjoyed by all.  The animals at the service were blessed, the park provided many  

activities for all and Harry DeMone was the main organizer of a barbecue which was a 

highlight of the celebration. 

9. Helping Hands- In 2009, St. George’s entered into a partnership with Trinity United 

Church to provide assistance to individuals in need.  This program, the Helping Hands 

Ministry, has existed at Trinity for a number of years.  We are grateful to Trinity for 

enabling us to be a part of this community outreach.  This assistance is available at 

Trinity on Friday mornings. Judy Fitzpatrick and Rosemary MacDonald have remained 

the two ‘hands on’ representatives from St. George’s.  Reverend Falen also 

accompanied Judy and Rosemary on a Friday morning to gain insight about the ministry.  

We are so indebted to them for their dedication to this ministry.  A harvest luncheon 

was held as a fundraiser for this ministry at Trinity in October and we are grateful to all 

those who helped with and supported this endeavor.  Besides the luncheon, our church 

family provides additional financial support.  Individuals also assist by giving memorial 

donations and items that may be needed.    This is such a vital ministry as there is such 

need in our local community.  

10. Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund- “Together we can make a world of 

difference”- this is a vision statement of PWRDF, the global ministry program of the 

Anglican Church.  Last year, during the Lenten season, our committee focused on this 

incredible outreach ministry.  During each Sunday in Lent, a member of the Pastoral 

Committee spent a brief time sharing information about some aspect of the relief work 

done by this organization in the world.  A visual display was set up by Rosemary 

MacDonald and Brenda MacLaughlin depicting the assistance given to those in need by 

the organization. Monica and Gerry Punke introduced us to a Lenten study provided by 

PWRDF which focused on food security.  Information was also available in our bulletin. 

During our third Sunday coffee hour in March and at our Easter Breakfast, a basket for 

donations was made available.  Thank-you to our church family for the donation of over 

$200.00 that was sent to support PWRDF.  Reverend Falen, Rosemary and Brenda 

attended an information session on PWRDF in Antigonish on September30th.  During 

the Advent season, Reverend Falen shared information about Christmas gift giving ideas 

with regard to PWRDF. 

11. White Gift Sunday on Advent 2 - Reverend Falen introduced us to the idea of this 

outreach to our community and Monica Punke suggested the organization we could 

support and the items that were needed.  We extend gratitude to our church family for 

your gifts of hygiene items which were gratefully accepted and distributed by 

Shepherd’s Lunch Room. 
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12. Shepherd’s Lunch Room-St. George’s hosted the noon time meal at the lunch room on 

March 30th.  We extend appreciation to Susie Sangster , the coordinator of this meal for 

our church.  She always does such an exceptional job.  Thank-you to all who donated 

food and helped at the meal. 

13. Celebrating Special Occasions Together-It is wonderful when we come together as a 

church family to celebrate special occasions in the informal setting of our church hall.  

The Easter Breakfast was a wonderful time of rejoicing as we came together to share in 

an early morning meal.  In July, we welcomed our new Rector, sharing cake and 

refreshments following Reverend Falen’s first worship service at St.George’s. With 

grateful hearts, we celebrated the beginning of our new ministry together.  In October 

and January [2018], we held tribute luncheons to honor Gerry Punke and Harry 

DeMone for their enduring leadership and dedication to our church family.  Neil and I 

extend gratitude to our church family for all of your assistance with these special 

gatherings. 

        I am extremely grateful to the committee members for their dedication.  I also extend a 

heartfelt thank-you to everyone in our church family for we all share in pastoral ministry as 

we reach out to others…We journey with Our Lord in love… 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda MacLaughlin, Pastoral Chair 
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Property Committee Report 

 

Over the past year, there has been no property committee.  Anything pertinent with regard to property 

has been covered in the Warden’s and Parish Council Report.   

Hopefully, moving forward in 2018, the Parish will once again have a Property Committee with a 

Property Chair. 

Thank you.   

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Joel Pratt - Warden 
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Scripture Readers and Greeters Report 

 

This year there were 13 regular scripture readers at our weekly Sunday services.  These folks are placed 

on a roster which rotates so each reads about 8 times a year.  Reading scripture is not only a part of our 

liturgy, but is also an important part of the ministry the members of the congregation can give to each 

other.  Hearing different voices is so valuable in keeping the Word of God alive.  Because of this, Rev. 

Falen has requested that other people could also be reading the Prayers of the People. 

We have 14 regular greeters on the list who pass out hymn books and bulletins to the congregation as 

they enter the church, and make sure visitors feel welcome when they drop into our church for a 

service.  As our parish members and visitors enter the church, it is the greeters each person encounters 

first.  This also is such an important ministry within the family and mission of the church. 

One other important ministry to the church is counting the offering after the service.  Legally, the 

offering must be counted by two people who work together to keep a record of the envelope offerings 

and prepare the bank deposit.  At this time there are only 6 people who are participating in this ministry.   

Over the past few months, a call has gone out to get more people involved in each of these ministries.  

We have had a couple of volunteers who have requested their names be added to the rosters for these, 

but we could certainly use more.  Please consider adding your name to the Scripture Readers, Greeters 

or Counters list, or approach Rev. Falen or one of the lay readers if you have any questions with regard 

to participating in reading the Prayers of the People. 

A huge thank you goes out to all the participants in these important ministries.  Your contribution to the 

life of St. George’s is greatly appreciated.  Also, to Debi Wadden, thank you for your continued work as 

envelope secretary, keeping records of the envelope and PAR offerings and issuing tax receipts for these 

and memorial and other donations.   

Thank you again. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joel Pratt 
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                 Spiritual Development Committee Report – Part 1 
 
The Spiritual Development Committee met with Gerry Punke in the chair from January to August, 
2017, mostly on the first Wednesday of the month and at 7:00 pm. The members of the committee 
included: Genesta Hamm, Gerry Punke (Chair), Joel Pratt, Bob Boudreau, Susan Morrison, Peter 
Walsh and Eleanor Gordon, and as available Warden, Harry DeMone. Rev. Falen McNulty joined 
the committee at its August Meeting. At this point Gerry Punke resigned as chair and as a member 
of Spiritual Development Committee. 
 
During 2016, the Rev Lidvald Haugan Strand retired from this Parish and moved home to Sackville, 
New Brunswick. From the middle of that year until the beginning of July, 2017 when the Rev. Falen 
McNulty began her ministry here as a Transitional Deacon, St. George’s was without any clerical 
leadership. Therefore the Spiritual Development Committee took up this role and worked very hard 
to provide the best kind of leadership possible. In lieu of a Priest-in-Charge to oversee the 
provision of all services to the Parish, the Committee kept the Bishop, Acting Archdeacon and 
Regional Dean informed of our plans and activities by providing them with the minutes of all SD 
Meetings during this period. 
  
During this particularly demanding period, the Spiritual Development Committee worked very hard 
to try and make the spiritual life of this community as rich and fulfilling as the time, skill, resources 
and opportunities allowed.  These included the following: 
 

• Planning for and reflecting on the effectiveness of all Sunday services, including: the music 
and psalm settings; prayers of the people, talks with the children of the Sunday School at 
“Third Sunday” services; sermon provision; occasional special music with and by the 
Sunday School thanks to Joel Pratt; and beginning to involve the Sunday School more in 
the worship services; and exploring the option of worshipping downstairs when 
appropriate. 
 
During this period Sunday celebrations were mostly BAS Eucharist Services with the Rev. 
Peter Mac Rae, officiating and preaching. When Rev. Peter was not available, Morning 
Prayer, a Contemporary Morning Prayer or a special liturgy was taken by one of the Lay 
Readers: Eleanor Gordon, Monica George Punke, Joel Pratt or Gerry Punke.  This same 
team of Lay Readers rotated, as available, to preach on these Sundays. Our grateful 
thanks go to all these people for the excellent leadership they provided to this parish. 

  
In early summer, we welcomed Rev. Falen McNulty into this Parish with her first Sunday 
among us being July 2. Immediately, Rev. McNulty moved to organize alternating BAS 
Morning Prayer and Eucharist services, with invited clergy coming in to assist at the 
Eucharist services. We thank Rev, Faye Forbes, Rev. Nicole Uzans, Rev, Ed. Trevors 
Archdeacon Mark Kingsbury for assisting us in this way during the months of July and 
August. 

• Hosting a Joint Service for the churches of the Town of New Glasgow for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. Initiated by the Rev, Donna Tourneur, Trinity United, a small 
working committee worked cooperatively and well to provide a service that had not been 
part of the New Glasgow scene for many years. It was a service that maximized 
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participation by lay people from all congregations and was followed by a reception that was 
provided for by contributions from all participating churches. It was well supported and 
attended and a joy and a privilege to host. 

• Inviting Maren McLean to be our Guest Preacher for our Anniversary Service in June. 
Maren, originally from Pictou County, has degrees in music and theology, heads up the 
Camping Program for the Diocese of Fredericton, and serves on one of the Bishop’s 
committees. She lives in Gagetown with her husband who is a rector of the Anglican 
churches there. During the anniversary service, Maren accompanied tenor, Marcel de 
Entremont in a solo. The officiant for the service was the Rev. Peter McRae. 

• Continuing our work with Trinity United to develop three joint services: Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and Pentecost 2, June 18. These were both a joy to prepare and participate 
in and were well attended and supported by both congregations. . 

• Replacing our highly valued organist, Genesta Hamm when she needed to be away from 
the Parish. We thank Karen Laundon and Sheila Aucoin for their services at the piano. Our 
music would have been so much less without you. 

• Paying the license fees for new music through OneLicense. 

• Planning for a host of special activities/services that give variety and character to our year 
together: e.g. 

- Supporting the Sunday School and involving them in the worship life of the parish 
in whatever ways we could. Having Sunday School children read at the “Third 
Sunday” services was an important development this year. . 

- Maintaining a time of refreshments and fellowship following the Third Sunday 
services, and our grateful thanks to Suzie Sangster for continuing to coordinate 
and oversee this. 

- Maintaining our pattern of Communicating to both the Parish and beyond: Sunday 
Bulletins; occasional eBulletins; our Parish website and a face book page. 

- Supporting the members of the Altar Guild in their work and the team that looks 
after the Sunday School program. Our grateful thanks go to both groups for their 
outstanding work. 

- Promoting activities to support many causes in need of our help: e.g. the Food 
Bank each Sunday of Advent; Refugee Fund; the Seafarers Christmas Boxes and 
Men’s Coats; our annual Community Christmas Dinner; SPCA; and needy 
parishioners. 

- Offering an Easter Breakfast that preceded our celebration of Easter Day, with 
special thanks to Neil Weber and Brenda MacLaughlin for their ongoing leadership 
for this event. 

 
A vote of thanks is extended to all who have made working on the Spiritual Development 
Committee such a joy and a pleasure. It is a very active and productive committee and it was an 
honour to serve as its Chair 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gerry Punké 
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Spiritual Development Committee Report – Part 2 

 

The Spiritual Development Committee met with Rev Falen McNulty as interim chair 

from September to Dec 2017, mostly on the first Wednesday of the month and at 7:00 

pm. The members of the committee included: Genesta Hamm, Joel Pratt, Bob Boudreau, 

Susan Morrison, Peter Walsh and Eleanor Gordon, and as available Warden, Harry 

DeMone.  

 

During the Fall months the Spiritual development committee continued to be busy 

planning services and looking at different outreach opportunities. 

 

Highlights from the fall included: the Hayride in the park with a blessing of the pets, with 

many thanks to Joey Dewtie and family for bringing the horses and wagon and to Harry 

DeMone for organizing the BBQ that followed. The Bishop’s visit and reception in late 

November, the memorial service that was organized in conjunction with the Pastoral 

committee, and the Celebration of New Ministry service that happened in early 

December.   

 

Our Joint services are still being planned with Trinity United for 2018. 

 

A new Chair was elected at the November meeting, with no meeting scheduled in 

December Joel Pratt will be taking over the role in the New Year. 

 

Many thanks to all who have served on this committee for the last year, for all your hard 

work in and your input in to the spiritual life of the church community. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Rev Falen  
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Statistics Report 2017 

 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

 

Average Sunday Attendance:  47 

 

Easter Sunday: 72        Pentecost:    53      Thanksgiving:  49 

 

Christmas Eve:  87      Christmas Day:  12 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS: 

Jackson Bradley Andrews 

 

MARRIAGES; 

None 

 

 

DEATHS: 

 

Earle Brannon 

William George “Bill” Cross 

Frances E. Duncan 

Betty Goble 

Frederick Leon Rector 

Robert “Bobby” Eldridge Ross 

James S. H. Wilson 

Daphne Elizabeth Cameron 

Thersa Irene Reid 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Rev Falen McNulty  
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St. George’s Anglican Church Sunday School Report 2017 

 

Sunday School Enrolment 

 12 Children (ages 2 to 9 years) 

Coordinator  

 Peter Walsh 

 Nicole Walsh 

In Appreciation 

We want to extend a thank-you to all who have assisted with Sunday School this year – Kara and Matt Dort and 

Susan Morrison. We are also thankful to Mike McDowell for playing the guitar for various Sunday School 

performances and in our Christmas pageant.  

Program 

Each week we meet as a full group where we discuss the theme for that particular week. We read stories, prayers, 

have full group discussions and put on skits. After full group, we break into two separate groups: Preschool Age 

and School Age. Nicole teaches the preschool children and continues the lesson through discussion, crafts and 

games. Peter teaches the school age children and continues the lesson through story, activity and craft.  

Some examples of special lessons we prepared include: The meaning of baptism, The Blessing of the Animals, 

Thanksgiving, The importance of the Seasons, Advent, Christmas, the importance of love and friendship. During 

these lessons, the children have learned about Jesus’s love for us and the importance of showing love and kindness 

to each other.  

Involvement 

The children love to show the church congregation projects that they’ve worked on. This includes singing various 

songs, performing a small skit on Palm Sunday, presenting an appreciation card to the Firefighters and singing on 

Christmas Eve. They also love to take active roles in helping out during special services.  

Christmas Pageant 

The Christmas Pageant was led by Susan Morrison with Nicole Walsh, Peter Walsh, Debi Wadden, Susan Pratt and 

Kara Dort assisting. The children practiced each Sunday for a month and on December 17th the Sunday School 

performed the Story of Christmas. This very special story was Narrated by Brenda MacLaughlin and Neil Weber and 

performed through story and song. The children dressed in costumes and sang Go Tell it on the Mountain and 

Twinkle Little Star/Christmas Star. Clara Walsh and Braxton Dort sang Away in a Manger. The children learned 

about the birth of Baby Jesus and the importance of the Christmas Story during the Advent Season. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Nicole and Peter Walsh 
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                          St. George's Sunday School Financial Report 2017       

      

INCOME 
  

EXPENSES 
  

Offering 
 

 $                 4.00     Supplies 
 

 $       52.87  

  Donation 
 

 $               50.00  
  

      $             -    

Interest 
 

 $                 0.13  Service Charge  $       28.75  
  

 $               54.13  
  

 $       81.62  

Bal. Dec. 2016  $             281.27  Bal. Dec. 2017  $     253.78  
  

 $             335.40  
  

 $     335.40        

   
Respectfully Submitted       

   
Linda MacIntosh 

 

   
Treasurer 
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Highlights for the 147th Session of Synod (Synod 2017) 
Prepared by the Reverend Tom Henderson, Assistant Secretary 

 
Day 1 – Thursday, 25 May 2017  
 
Call to order and prayer by Bishop Ron Cutler at 1:03 p.m. Bishop’s opened with an acknowledgment 
that we are meeting on lands covered by the treaties of peace and friendship by the Crown and the 
aboriginal peoples, the Mi’kmaq and Maliseet people.  
 
Report of credentials read by Edith Marshall, quorum met.  
 
Worship at synod was organized by the Reverend Lori Ramsay and St. John’s Church, Truro. Opening 
prayers and scripture involved members of synod from across the diocese. 
  
First resolutions passed with little comment and included loyalty to the queen, greetings to the Anglican 
Communion, courtesies of the house to ecumenical visitors, and receiving reports. 
  
Bishop’s began his charge with asking for prayers for the Reverend Michael Mitchell and the family of 
the late Heather Granger, wife of the Reverend Fred Granger. The title of the talk was “Know who you 
are?” Anglicans sometimes face challenges with identity. We often define ourselves in terms of what we 
are not. However, there is a broad range of worship within the Anglican Communion. The good news of 
the gospel is offered with no alternative motive beyond its sharing. Mission is in our being, doing, and 
living. The only reason we exist is to do evangelism. Two people gave personal testimonials: Jessie 
Bower and Victoria Henrikson. Table discussion was about sharing the faith. 
  
Several resolutions came to the floor in the afternoon. Resolution 5 to amend Canon 1 with Electoral 
Synods carried. Resolution 6 to amend Canon 1, Section 6 (4) with regards to calling an electoral synod 
was tabled for consideration by Diocesan Council and the garnering of expert advice. Resolution 8 to 
amend Canon 38 passed. After much discussion and three amendments, Resolution 10 to amend Canon 
20, Regions and Regional Deans, Section E, and Guidelines respecting Regional Deans, Section C, passed. 
  
Thursday evening was spent reflecting on the first of two votes at General Synod to amend the marriage 
canon in 2016. Presentation by and interview with our diocesan members of the Marriage Commission, 
the Reverend Paul Friesen and the Reverend Paul Jennings. Discussions at the tables. 
 
  
Day 2 – Friday, 26 May 2017  
 
Opened with prayers at 9 a.m.  
 
Bishop’s Charge, part 2, “Know who you serve”. Bob Dylan once sang, “You are going to serve 
somebody. It may be the devil. It may be the Lord. But you are going to serve somebody.” Remember 
that baptism represents our profession: we serve, not ourselves, but serve God through Jesus Christ. 
Too often the God we serve is one made in our own image. Christ’s way is the way of the cross. On the 
vertical dimension, we promise to trust and obey God and on the horizontal dimension, we seek to serve 
the wider community. It is sometimes easier to demonstrate than to explain why we do these actions. 
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Focus on the wider purpose as to why we worship. Authenticity is shown in what we do: more than just 
a bounded duty and service, but foremost a joy and passion. As Pope Francis recently said to the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Quebec, "Go out now, share the gospel, it may get messy.” An observer of the 
activities at the CLAY gathering in PEI in 2016 asked, ‘who are you people and why are you doing this?’ 
The simple answer is because we serve a God of love. If it is not about love, it is not worth doing.  
 
Testimonials were given by Georgina Grancelli and Carol Macdonald.  
 
Morning presentations included PWRDF (profiling Chris Pharo’s trip to Tanzania and the Diocese of 
Manasi), Building Healthy Leadership, and AST.  
 
Resolution 7 to repeal Canon 19, Diocesan Book Room, passed. 
  
Ballots were distributed and collected for voting for General Synod, provincial synod, and youth 
delegates for Diocesan Council.  
 
The afternoon session began with prayer, one with a Rogation theme. The Environment Network had 
pumpkin seedlings for distribution among members.  
 
Certificates were given for clergy who mark 25th and 50th anniversaries of ordination. Also remembered 
were those members of synod who died since the last synod.  
 
Afternoon presentations included Growth for Ministry Fund, St. Nicholas Family Grounds and @5 
Program (bringing spirituality into your family life), slide show about MORE Mission School, the work of 
the ACW, Youth and Family VSST (eg. Connect workshops, TEC, DYC), the Vital Church Maritime 
Conference, story of St. Mark’s Church in Halifax, and the Refugee Sponsorship Task Group. 
  
Ecumenical guests and clergy of the military ordinate extended their greetings and salutations. 
  
Resolution 12 to amend Canon 35, Parish Government, Sections 17 and 20, with regards to annual 
meetings, was passed in two parts after a friendly amendment and a motion to divide. 
  
Resolution 11 to amend 35, Parish Government, Section 8, with regards to Parish Council (about the 
number of wardens), with three friendly amendments, was defeated.  
 
Resolution 13, Resolution to amend Canon 3, Appointment of Administrator, was passed.  
Resolution 15 has been withdrawn. 
  
The day concluded with a Holy Eucharist and renewal of vows at the Cathedral Church of All Saints in 
celebration of the Feast of the Ascension. 
 
  
Day 3 – Saturday, 27 May 2017 
  
Open with prayer at 9:03 a.m. 
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Bishop’s Charge, part 3, “Know that it matters.” We’ve moved away from a Christendom model where 
the church once had hands on the lever of power. That model created a comfort zone where we assume 
people will come to us. That is behind us. This is not necessarily a bad thing: as the primate of the 
Episcopal Church has stated, “our best days may be ahead of us”. Jesus didn’t die for a bigger church. He 
died for a new earth, a new heaven, and a transformation. Our vision ought to be seen through the 
commission of the Great Commandment, love of God and love of neighbour: to make connections 
between an expression of faith and the needs of the world. There is a difference between leading and 
management: leading is about risk and imagination while management is about maintaining the current 
situation. Different approaches are required for the road ahead, starting with the recognition of 
baptismal ministries: looking to strengthen the work of lay ministries, the diaconate, to change the focus 
from maintenance to mission in the allotment, to be sensitive to how we as a church impacts on the 
environment, to be active in community development particularly in rural areas, to emphasize Christian 
formation, and to recognize in others something of value. Reconciliation is not about restoration, it is 
about transformation. 
 
Morning testimonials by Reid Moore and Bruce Caldwell.  
 
Building Healthy Parishes reminded delegates to use and share their faith sharing cards and where 
various congregational resources could be found. 
  
After much discussion, Resolution 14 on Canon 37, Parochial Financials, Lotteries, and Raffles, vote by 
orders, was passed in both houses. 
  
A presentation was given by Elaine Young about Alpha (a series to reach a new generation).  
 
A Report was given by Carl Fraser on the Allotment Task Group and the proposal to move from 
maintenance to mission. 
  
Election results were announced for delegates to General Synod, Provincial Synod, and youth to 
Diocesan Council.  
 
Questions that were submitted from the floor were answered by the bishop.  
Motion to accept reports, approved. 
  
Motion to approve the committee for the review of minutes, passed.  
 
Motion to destroy ballots of Synod, passed. 
  
The Bishop finished proceedings noting appreciation to those who helped out at Synod.  
 
Closed with Eucharist. 
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St. George’s Anglican Church Website Report 

 

The church website is www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com. Here you can find church event information, 

photos and contact information. I make updates every month to ensure all our information is current. 

On average the website has over 800 page views a week!  

If there are any photos or news you like added please let me know. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Peter Walsh 
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 Service Times: 

Each Sunday at 10 a.m. – unless otherwise announced.  
St. George’s uses the Book of Alternative Services as its basic service book along with 

Common Praise as its hymnal.   

When a priest is available to us, the service with be the Holy Eucharist. When this is not 
the case, we use Morning Prayer. On the Third Sunday of each month we use a 
contemporary and more progressive liturgy in a service that has a family focus.  

Our hymn and other musical choices reflect a repertoire that goes well beyond what 
Common Praise offers. Because we share six or more services each year with Trinity 

United, our partner in the outreach ministry, Helping Hands, we regularly use selections 
from both Voices United and More Voices. 

Food and fellowship in our Lower Hall usually follows the service on the Third Sunday of 
each month. 

During seasons such as Advent and Lent there may be extra mid-week services. 

Resource Centre:  
(Materials found in both the Family Room and the St. Augustine’s Room) 

Open before and after each 10 am service and whenever the Church Office is 
open.  The Centre has a wide range of materials both for children and adults. 

The Centre has a computer with an internet connection. 

     “Funds Script”: 
An on-going fundraiser for St. George’s where you order gift Cards one week and 
they are delivered to you to use the next week.  

Gift cards are available in a range of denominations and for a great variety of 
stores. Each gift card represents a business that has agreed to return a given 
percentage of the value of the card back to St. George’s.  

Used to buy staples such as groceries and gas, or specials such a birthdays and 
Christmas gifts, it’s a great way to spend your money and benefit the ministry of 
the church at the same time. 

What We Collect: 
Third Sunday of the Month & for the Sundays of Advent: Food Bank 
Donations : inc. Egg Cartons & Plastic Grocery Bags 

On-going Yard Sale items: items in good working order and clean may be left 
at the Church at any time during July. They become part of our August Yard Sale 
in support of St. George’s. We are most grateful for your support of this effort. 



Maintaining Financial Stability: 

To maintain 100% time ministry in the community, this faith community relies 
on: 

1. The generous offers of volunteer service from so many of our
congregation and others not directly involved with this church;

2. The weekly offerings that are given to the church through the system of
envelopes that we provide parishioners;

3. The monthly offerings of parishioners who use the PAR program of
Pre-Authorized Remittances from parishioners’ bank accounts;

4. Funds Script – (see above) A  program of buying gift cards where a
percentage of the value of the card is returned to the church.

4. Promoting, working for and supporting a variety of major fundraisers
that we organize each year. (e.g. our Pork, Turkey & Beef Dinners, Annual
Yard Sale)

Donations: 

Donations to the Church may be directed to a variety of sources: The General 
Account, Helping Hands our most important Outreach Ministry, The Property 
Improvement Fund,  The Memorial Fund or to a specific ministry: ACW, Choir, 
Sunday School, Men’s Group, Resource Centre, etc. 

Friends and visitors to our web site can make secure online donations to any of 
our ministries. A link to Canada Helps is provided on the front page of our web 
site.  www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com 

Communications within the Parish and with the Larger 
Community 

One of the cornerstones of building and maintaining a vibrant community of faith 
is our regular and transparent communications with each other and with others. 

We have used a variety of methods to keep everyone updated: 

• Weekly Service Bulletin

• The Church Web Site www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com
and our face book page

• Regular eBulletins via the Internet

• Wardens’ oral Reports at the end of Church

• Outside Bulletin Board

• Outside Sandwich Boards

• Church Family Bulletin Board

http://www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com/
http://www.stgeorgesng.weebly.com/
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